John Fiske

arranged with Fiske for an article on " University
Reform"' of about ten pages. He sent me the
article in November following, and Mr, Fields was
so greatly pleased with it that, in paying for it,
a substantial sum was added to the stipulated
price. The article was published in the " Atlantic
Monthly" for April, I867,1

One cannot read this article to-day without be-
ing impressed by the clear insight with which Fiske
viewed the various problems of University educa-
tion that then confronted Harvard and the judicial
fairness with which they were brought under con-
sideration. He defined the object of university edu-
cation to be the teaching of " the student how to
think for himself, and then to give him the material
to exercise his thought upon/' He then adds:
" When a University throws its influence into the
scale in. favor of any party, religious or political,
philosophic or aesthetic, it is neglecting its conse-
crated duty, and abdicating its high position. It
has postponed the interests of truth to those of
dogma." His appraisement of the distinctive values
of the mathematical, the scientific, the historical,
and the classical studies, and his adjustment of
them in a well-rounded scheme of University edu-
cation, were very clearly set forth, while his sugges-
tions for introducing the elective system under the
varied conditions of elementary education which

1 My recollections in regard to this article are confirmed by
Fiske's letters to his mother, written at this time.

324on from his American
